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NTRODUCTION

The University of Alabama in Huntsville's (UAH), Division of Continuing
Education has developed this final report for the 1996 Von Braun Exploration
Forum.

The objective of this report is to provide a final evaluation and assessment of the
workshop concept. The report outlines the activities and promotional materials
related to the event. The report also examines the purpose, method and
effectiveness of the planning and implementation process for 1996. Critical
program areas and suggested action items are outlined for evaluation in future
program planning.

The 1996 final report summarizes the following information:

Evaluation of Overall Concepts
1996 Forum Summary
Speaker Biographies
Promotional Materials
Participant Comments



¢IF_I VALUATION OF OVERALL CONCEPTS

Purpose

NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center began offering exploration workshops in

1988. The workshops are offered in an attempt to better educate the public,

showcase NASA accomplishments, and share the benefits of exploration. Each

workshop examines past, present, and future explorations as well as the impact

of these explorations on mankind. In an effort to reach the widest audience

possible, the workshops are free of charge.

To commemorate the contributions that Dr. Wernher yon Braun made to space

exploration and the Huntsville area, the workshops are fittingly titled the Von

Braun Exploration Forums. The workshops are an excellent vehicle to keep

alive Dr. von Braun's vision and dedication to exploration. Dr. von Braun's

strong ties to Marshall Flight Center and the Huntsville community make

Huntsville, Alabama an appropriate location for the forums.

With special guest speakers and video, the Forum brings together scientists,

engineers, politicians and entertainers interested in the space program. The

Forum recognizes and celebrates the emotion, adventure, and importance of

exploration to humankind. Themes on exploration vary from space to

underwater to new civilizations, and examine past explorers to today's

astronauts.

Organizational Structure

Representatives from various sponsoring agencies and individuals from the

Huntsville aerospace community make up the planning committee for the

Forum. Primary sponsors include:

* The Discovery Channel

NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center

The University of Alabama in Huntsville

The U.S. Space and Rocket Center

Comcast Cable Company

The committee is assigned the task of organizing and managing the Forum.

The planning committee is directed by Dr. Charles R. Chappell, Associate

Director for Science and NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center. The committee

selects possible themes for the Forum which are then finalized by Dr. Chappell.

Appropriate speakers and entertainers are then outlined and researched. Once

these decisions are finalized, the committee implements plans for program

format, video and music, marketing and logistical arrangements.



The University of Alabama in Huntsville's (UAH), Division of Continuing
Education, Professional Development Office coordinates the Forum. UAH
provides in-house reproduction facilities, graphics staff and equipment, and a
full-time coordinating staff. UAH's responsibilities include logistical planning,
facilities arrangements, advertising, ticket distribution and speaker
arrangements.

NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center provides the contacts, technical support,
media recognition to produce the activity. In addition, NASA takes the lead role
in selecting the theme, developing the program format, and securing guest
speakers. NASA also selects various representatives from different areas of the
Center to serve on the planning committee.

The U.S. Space and Rocket Center (SRC) provides exceptional opportunities to
"target market" the Forum. The SRCprovides input in ways the Forum can be
used to better educate young people. This includes methods for involving
students and teachers in and out the classroom, in the U.S. Space Camp, in
various student contests prior to the Forum, and as actual participants in the
Forum.

Based on the changing program themes and opportunities each year, other
agencies are asked to assist in sponsoring and planning the Forum. These have
included organizations such as the National Space Club, AIAA, and the National
Space Society. In addition to opening up new venues for promotion and program
development, these organizations provide forum speakers and additional
participants to the event. The National SpaceSociety was instrumental in
providing astronauts to speak to middle school students prior to the Forum.

Perhaps the most well-known contributor to the 1996 Forum was the Discovery
Channel. Through the efforts of the Discovery Channel, the Huntsville
community was able to enjoy a speechby veteran news correspondent, Walter
Cronkite. In addition to the delightful opening remarks made by Mr. Cronkite,
the audience was treated to a world premier film documenting the life of Dr.
Wernher von Braun. The film, He Conquered Space, was broadcast live from

Huntsville courtesy of Comcast Cable Company.



Forum Location
The Forum is held at the Von Braun Civic Center, 700 Monroe Street in
Huntsville, Alabama. Named after Wernher von Braun, the Center features an
arena, exhibit halls, a concert hall, playhouse and art museum.

The Concert Hall is a performing venue for Broadway shows, symphonies and
conferencemeetings. The stage has a 54' x 48' performing area, a hydraulic
orchestra pit, a 54 line counterweight system, a full orchestra acoustical shell,
and complete sound and lighting systems. Rehearsal rooms, dressing rooms, and
the Green Room reception area are adjacent to the Concert Hall. The floor area
of the Concert Hall seats 1502 and the balcony area seats 669 for a total of 2171
available seats.

The Von Braun Exploration Forum required two days of rental. The rental days
include one day move-in and one event day. Move-in day consists of staging set
up, video and sound rehearsal, and program rehearsal. On the secondday, the
event was held and equipment and supplies were moved out.

Rental of the hall includes lighting, heating and/or air conditioning, and water
as installed. With the exception of basic production sound and lighting
equipment, all labor, supplies and equipment are considered additional expenses
and are charged at rates as outlined by the Von Braun Civic Center.

Promotional Materials
Standard promotional materials include flyers, posters, public service
announcements on radio and television, and newspaper articles and
advertisements.

A flyer and poster were designed and distributed for the event. Posters were
distributed to local companies and organizations. The fliers were mailed to
potential participants using internal mailing lists provided by UAH, the
Chamber of Commerce, National Space Club, and other various organizations.
Public service ads were also run by the Huntsville Times. In addition, press
releases and calendar announcements were used as a means of advertising the
event both locally and nationally. Primary sources included the Huntsville
Times, Decatur Daily, Madison County Record, Marshall Star, RedstoneRocket,
Defense News, Space News, National Space Club newsletters, and other local
publications. The National Space Society also used its contacts to generate
interest in the Forum.



As part of the event, a printed program was distributed to Forum participants at
the beginning of the evening. The program included an agenda and speaker
biographies.

(Sample promotional documents located in the Appendix)



VON BRAUN EXPLORATION FORUM SUMMARY

Date and Time

Friday, October 18, 1996, 7:00 p.m.

Location

Von Braun Civic Center, Concert Hall

Number of Attendees

Approximately 1634 (includes 240 middle school children, and crew members)

Theme

He Conquered Space

He Conquered Space is an original Discovery Channel film that made its world

premier at the Von Braun Forum. The film high-lighted Huntsville's very own

Wernher von Braun who pioneered space exploration. Opening remarks about

yon Braun's life and vision were made by Walter Cronkite, Special

Correspondent, CBS News.

Additional Participating Organizations:

The Discovery Channel, Comcast Cable Company, The U.S. Space and Rocket

Center, The University of Alabama in Huntsville, The National Space Society.

Children's Forum

In addition to the regular participants of the Forum, 240 middle school students

from the Huntsville City Schools and Madison County Schools were special

guests at the Forum. Prior to the actual event, the children were privileged to

meet with astronauts Charlie Walker, Byron Litchenberg, and Owen Garriott in

small group settings. The children were divided into groups to receive

one-on-one instruction from the astronauts. The children learned about life in

space, and what it takes to become an astronaut. The children also enjoyed

pizza and cookies before they were escorted by the Grissom ROTC to reserved

seating at the Forum.

Forum Speakers

Walter Cronkite - Special Correspondent, CBS News

John Hendrix - Founder, Chairman and CEO of Discovery Communications, Inc.



Program Format
Introduction/Welcome - Rick Chappell
Introductory Remarks - Walter Cronkite
Film Introduced by John Hendrix - He Conquered Space

Closing Thoughts - Walter Cronkite

Marketing

Posters and flyers were distributed to the Madison County area. A total of 9,500

fliers were mailed. Ads, releases, articles and inserts appeared in the following

publications:

• The Huntsville Times

, UAH Continuing Education Catalog

, Space News Calendar

, Defense News Calendar

Ticket Distribution

Tickets were required to attend the Forum even though the event was free. The

table below summarizes the distribution and usage.

Location # Number # Used % Used
Given

Parisian Parkway City

Parisian Madison Square

UAH Continuing Education

VBCC Box Office

NASA - Building 4200

Missy Ming Smith

250 132 53%

130 74 57%

100 52 52%

243 136 56%

550 294 53%

5O 10 2O%

Total Tickets Taken at Door

Total Tickets Distributed

Percentage of Tickets Used

698

1323

53%

Total count from turnstyles for dinner

guests/school children

Total count from turnstyles for public*

Total backstage crew and staff

(estimated)
Total for entire audience

881

703

50

1634

*This number is slightly higher because a few dinner guests entered through the front doors and

were seated in public seats. Also, some guests came without tickets.

Both turnstyle counts should probably be a little higher because some people refused to go

through turnstyles.



Participant Comments

Included in the printed program were comment cards for participants to

complete and mail back. A summary of these comments is included in the

appendix.

Effectiveness

Since the Forum has been done for several years, the effectiveness continues to

improve. The organizational structure of the committee has improved through

the development of clearer guidelines and responsibilities, available historic

data for planning, and increased experience of committee members.

The involvement of the Discovery Channel contributed greatly to the success of

the program. Walter Cronkite proved (as always) to be a favorite of the audience

and organizers alike. The program format of the film was considered by many to

be a great success

The Forum was offered on a Friday evening. All feedback points toward this as

the best day of the week for future forums. The Friday evening format works

well because the audience can relax without having to worry about work and

school the next day.

Critical Problem Areas And Suggested Action

The Forum is free to the public, but tickets are required for attendance to the

events. Due to limited seating in the VBCC Concert Hall, tickets are used as a

method to control and count the number of attendees. Past history shows a low

usage rate of tickets averaging around 50%. This percentage seems to vary

based on the popularity of the speaker.

SUGGESTED ACTION: Try not issuing tickets and let everyone take an equal

chance of arriving that evening and locating seats on a first-come, first-served

basis. The extra effort required to pick up a ticket does not develop a

"commitment" to attend. It may discourage those who do have a ticket from

attending.



APPENDIX

FORUM SPEAKERS

JOHN S. HENDRICKS

Founder, Chairman and CEO

Discovery Communications, Inc.

John S. Hendricks is founder, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive

Officer of Discovery Communications, Inc. (DCI).

Discovery Communications, Inc.(DCI) is a privately held, diversified media

company headquartered in Bethesda, MD. Hendricks incorporated his company,

originally called Cable Educational Network, Inc., in 1982 in order to develop a

new cable television service. As a result of these efforts, Discovery Channel was

launched on June 17, 1985.

As the founder of Discovery Channel, Hendricks created America's first cable

network designed to provide world class documentary programming in the areas

of nature, science and technology, history, human adventure and world

exploration. With an initial investment of $25 million and Hendricks' vision, the

Discovery Channel has become one of the largest cable television networks,

serving 98.5 million subscribers in 146 countries worldwide.

The Learning Channel, which the company acquired in May 1991, complements

Discovery Channel with its mission to consistently offer people of all ages--from

pre-schoolers on--an enjoyable, entertaining way to learn and satisfy their

natural curiosity. TLC is the fastest growing midsize network reaching 50

million subscribers in the United States and 5 million subscribers in Canada.

Hendricks has been profiled in Business Week magazine, and has made

appearances on television programs such as the CBS Evening News, CNN's

Crossfire and Larry King Live/, and PBS' Technopolitics. He became the first

corporate leader to receive the NEA's Friend of Education award for

"innovations in education and technology and greatly expanding educational

opportunity for America's schoolchildren." This award has in the past been

presented to such noted figures as President Lyndon Johnson and Supreme

Court Justice Thurgood Marshall.
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CHARLES RICHARD (RICK) CHAPPELL

Visiting Professional Scholar

First Amendment Center

In September 1996, Chappell joined the First Amendment Center as a Visiting

Professional Scholar to conduct a joint project with Visiting Professional Scholar

Jim Hartz to examining the media's portrayal and coverage of news related to

science and technology.

As associate director for science at NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center in

Huntsville, Alabama, he serves as the chief scientist for the center. He advises

the center's director on all science and university programs while maintaining

interaction with leading scientists throughout'the world. He has directed

research in solar terrestrial physics and has been a principal investigator on

several satellite missions.

Prior to joining NASA in 1974, he was a research and staff scientist with the

Lockheed Missiles and Space Company, where he conducted investigations of the

earth's space plasma environment.

From May 1994 to May 1995, Chappell worked with Vice President A1 Gore to

create the Global Learning and Observations to benefit the Environment

(GLOBE) program, an innovative K-12 science/education program involving

students around the world.

From 1976 to 1985, Chappell was the mission scientist for Spacelab 1, a joint

European/American shuttle mission that conducted investigations in material

sciences, life sciences, space physics, earth observations and astronomy. In

December 1985, he was selected to train as an alternate payload specialist for

the space shuttle mission STS-45, which was carried out in March 1992.

As a scientist and spokesman for the space program, Chappell has been

interviewed on NBC's Today Show, ABC's Nightline and the BBC. He has also

provided color commentary on CNN for space shuttle missions.

Chappell graduated magna cum laude in physics from Vanderbilt University

and received a Ph.D degree in space science from Rice University. He has

authored more than 150 published scientific articles and has served on

numerous advisory committees for NASA and for the National Academy of

Sciences. He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and is the

two-time recipient of the NASA Medal for Exceptional Scientific Achievement.
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WALTER CRONKITE

CBS News Special Correspondent

Walter Cronkite has covered virtually every major news event during his more

than 60 years in journalism - the last 45 affiliated with CBS News. He became a

Special Correspondent for CBS News on March 6, 1981, when he stepped down

as anchorman and managing editor of the CBS EVENING NEWS after nearly

19 years in that role.

Cronkite joined CBS News in Washington as a Correspondent in July 1950. He

assumed his duties on the CBS EVENING NEWS on April 16, 1962, when the

broadcast was 15 minutes in length. On September 2, 1963, the CBS EVENING

NEWS became network television's first half-hour weeknight news broadcast; its

debut featured Cronkite's headline-making interview with President John F.

Kennedy.

Upon his departure from the nightly news broadcast, Cronkite's contributions to

broadcast news and to journalism were lauded in newspapers and magazines

throughout the world. Among the observations made by writers in their tributes

to the CBS newsman were: "He established a remarkable trust and admiration

in his audience," "(His) important contribution was to build and sustain the

integrity of the network newscasts, and the threats to that legacy are not now

strong enough to prevail," "He never discarded his concern for keeping the news

straight," "He maintained a steady standard of professional excellence."

Cronkite came to be regarded as an authority on America's space program,

reporting on the first two decades of this country's manned space mission from

Alan B. Shepard's first flight in 1961 and the Apollo 11 moon landing in 1969 to

the experimental flights of the space shuttle Enterprise in July 1977 and the fall

of Skylab in July 1979.

He was honored with an award from the Skyline Foundation in 1978 for

"distinguished contributions to the understanding of aerospace progress," and

received the Boston Museum of Science's Bradford Washburn Award for his

"superlative presentation of the U.S. Space program" (1970). He also received

Emmy Awards for his reporting on several Apollo flights, including Apollo 11,

when man first landed on the moon. Recalling moments from that historic

mission, Cronkite admits, "I experienced a first in my life, too. I found myself

on the air speechless."
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Born in St. Joseph, Mo., on November 4, 1916, Cronkite began his journalism

career as a campus correspondent at the Houston Post, where he worked part-

time during high school and his freshman year at the University of Texas. His

first full-time job after college was as a sports announcer for a local radio station

in Oklahoma City and, in 1937, he joined United Press where he remained for 11

years.

In addition to his ongoing assignments as a Special Correspondent for CBS, Mr.

Cronkite hosts many public affairs and cultural programs for PBS and

syndication. In 1993 he and former CBS colleague, Jonathan Ward, formed

their own production company, and since that time The Cronkite Ward Company

has produced more than 25 award-winning documentary hours for The

Discovery Channel, PBS and other networks.

Currently, Cronkite Ward is producing an eight part series of Mr. Cronkite's

memoirs entitled Cronkite Remembers, which is scheduled to air on the

Discovery Channel early in 1997.

Mr. Cronkite and his wife of 56 years live in New York City.

OWEN K. GARRIOTT

Owen Garriott was one of the first six scientist-astronauts selected by NASA.

His first space flight aboard Skylab in 1973 set a new world record for duration

of approximately 65 days -- more than double the previous record. Extensive

experimental studies of our sun, of earth resources and in various life sciences

relating to human adaptation to weightlessness were made. His second space

flight was aboard Spacelab-1 in 1983, a multidisciplinary and international

mission of ten days.

He received a NASA fellowship for one year's study at Stanford and held posts of

Deputy and Acting Director of Science and Applications at Johnson Space

Center. In the latter post, he was responsible for all research in the physical

sciences at the Johnson Space Center. From 1984-86, he held the position of

Program Scientist in the Space Station Program Office. In this position he

worked closely with the external scientific communities and advised the

Program Manager concerning the scientific suitability of the Space Station

Design.

DR. BYRON LICHTENBERG

Byron Lichtenberg was the first payload specialist, flying aboard the Shuttle

Columbia on November 28, 1983. He conducted protein crystal experiments on

that mission. He is the founder of Payload Systems, Inc., a company that

13



develops low-gravity experiments for companies and institutions wanting to

commercialize outer space.

CHARLES D. WALKER

Charles D. Walker is Senior Specialist for Advanced Space Programs at

McDonnell Douglas Space and Defense Systems.

Walker was the first non-career, industry-sponsored astronaut, serving as

payload specialist on the Space Shuttle missions. On these flights, Walker

operated equipment designed by McDonnell Douglas, for its biotechnology

commercialization program and accumulated 20 days and 8.2 million miles of

space flight experience.

14



omment
Cards

How did you find our about the Forum?

Newspaper

Rotarian invitation

MSFC News Flyer

National Space Club Membership

Radio

NSC Member

Alabama Aerospace Teacher's Assoc.
Friend

Friend on VBCC Board

Invitation

UAH Advertising

Phi Theta Kappa sponsor

Attended before

AATA

NASA

Any comments or suggestions:

The members ofVon Braun's team that were present should have been s

eated in the front, in a place of honor.

Prefer live format--rather than film presentation

General admission admittance to the concert hall was unduly constricting

and generally bozo.

It was much better without the children.

Doors weren't opened until 6:50 and large crowd of people were waiting

and began pushing. Only 3 doors opened. Unsafe!

Outstanding program.

Should recognize Von Braun team members by name at forum and dinner.



Great program-Walter Cronkite was wonderful!

Excellent!

Reception time too compressed. Start at 5:30/5:45 would be better.
People were waiting.

Dinner served too late, obviously becauseof many factors.

Too many introductions of "dignitaries" in the audience.

Shorten Forum, if dinner is afterward.

Elimination of the "student question/answer" portion was a definite plus.
Please don't re-institute it next year.

I enjoyed every part of the evening. It was fantastic!

Very good!

What an informative, interesting evening! Thank you somuch. We were
pleased by the grand audience, too.

It was lovely--well-done--elegant.

It was the best Forum this time.

Was GREAT!!

I enjoyed this Forum very much!

Excellent presentation--superb!

The Forum was extremely interesting and educational. Most of all,
however, it was eye-opening. The loss of America's vision over the last
thirty years astounds me and probably leaves Dr. Von Braun rolling in his
grave.

What an insult--you stuck the Germans in the back corner. I thought we
were supposed to be honoring them--not us.

They've all been great!!

Excellent
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Walter Cronkite was great. There are several other newspersons who

have covered the space program from the "early days", including Jay

Barbree (NBC). Jay is a tremendous space reporter-one of the best. He

is also an author of several books.

Is 'black-tie" necessary? Also, eliminate dancing at end. Well done

program. Film was outstanding.

Some information on other galaxies with planets.

Program was excellent this year.

This year's event was the best! Thank you for bringing Walter Cronkite

and The Discovery premiere to Huntsville.

What topic would interest you at a future forum?

Quest to give Dr. Arthur Rudolph his American citizenship back

posthumously.

Future space exploration--moon and Mars

World affairs

Spaceports (Commercial & Government)

Titanic

Science: remote detection of Space E & M & EM Fields, Atoms, Molecules,

related instruments

Hubble telescope, astronomy subjects

Spacecraft or aircraft

Technology transfer applications

Mercury 7--the original seven astronauts

Program for participating local private space collectors, those who have

followed the space program early on. We have "unique" collections and

great stories to share. It's amazing and historical.

Focus more on future rather than the past for next forum.

17



Possible life on other planets.

Speakers on Space Station and Mars exploration.
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9th Annua|

Vnn Braun Expinratinn Fnrum
Friday. 0ctober 18 • 7:00 p.m. • VBEC Concert Hall

He Conquere[ !

An original Discovery Channel Film, never seen before.

A profile of Huntsville's very own Wernher yon Braun,

who pioneered space exploration.

Appearing In Person

Walter (]_,}nkile

Special Co_respond('nl
Cf_%Ncv,'_

John tt_}11(fli_:_;,_;

_under, Chairman and C[O

_)i:,_;(WdT\' _ ;',!ll/HIIli_,;l]lOI}1:, Ill(;.

5pen_ored By:

NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center
The University of Alabama in Huntsville

The U.S. Space and Rocket Center

Discovery Communications Incorporated

The Association of Space Explorers

The National Space Society

Ticket Locations:

Admission is free but a ticket is required.

Pick up tickets at the following locations:
Yon Braun Civic Center Box Office

Parisian

_hall Space Flight Center Building 4200 Room 101

For information call: 205-890-6372 or 1-800-448-4035

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution

ADVERTISEMENT IN THE HUNTSVILLE TIMES, OCTOBER I0, 13, AND 16, 1996



2__ CONPERP_NCP_5

POR INPORMATK)N, CALL ZO_._._yz

_ECOND CONFERENCE ON

AEROSfACE

ENVIRONMENTAL

TECHNOLOGY

August 6-8, 1996
Yon Braun Civic Center

August 5: Tour MSFC Productivity Enhancement Facility,

Combustion Research, and Failure Analysis Laboratories

• Solid Rocket Motor Manufacturing and Disposal Technologies

• Environmental Policy

• Oxygen Systems (]leaning: Issues and Approaches

• New Materials and Processes

• Approaches to Environmental Management

• Developments in AqueOus Cleaning

• Solid-tqybrid Rocket Motor Manufacturing and Use

Replacemen! and Predictions Technology

• Al_proaches to Pollution I_revenhon In_piementallon

Course No. CM 0073-03

Cleaning Methods and Mechanisms

• New Materials and Processes

Hazardous Materials Tracking and Waste Minimization

• Cleaning Verification and Instrumentation

o Air Emission Reduction and Control

• Coatings: Application and Removal

- Information Technology

® Cleaning Verification and Instrumentah(m

Addressingthe usee{ :
New Technology based

on the standpoint of

NASA, DoD, DoE & the

Aerospace Industry

• Corporate and

Government Exhihits

o Concurrent Sessions - Over

100 Presentations

For more information: (205) 895-6372 or 1-800-441t-403_

SPONSORING AGENCIES:
NASA", M,ushall Spa( e I li!,hl ( enter; NASA's Operational Environment Team; NASA's ()ffice ol Spat e I lib'hi; Aer()_p,l( e iH(Iu,u .', '\',_()( ,,mHH. ','\MI't - SI)a{

,k.l,ll'ltlf, IC ltlrillR lhttml (](wi)mlllt.<.; lhe Unlvlyrsily o1" Alabama i_n tquntsville, Division of CoHIllltlill)', I Iltl( ,ill(ill - Con[('l<'ll( i'_, _',lhl ,H.II ((,l;Ilu hll +%t.mtlLl( Iurln!'

_,( It'll( ('_; mnll?ll( all _-,1)( /(tly _)1 &t_?t,llS, hll,.trnallonal; American hlslitut_' of Aeror_autics and Asll<)rlautl{ ..: ,\tr i r,lnspolt Ag,_(l_ i,ii1(1(I i i/vir_)ll/llPiIl,l[ _'l(}lt*(llOf_ m_,t'l

_?TH ANNUAL

VON ] RACIN EXPLORATION  'ORCJM C,HAN  : 
OCTOBER 16, 1.,°..O_ _ _'_ _ _,2_ _ _ _'- __11

Come join the Discovery Channel to celebrate the world premiere of the the film, "He's Going to Space," about the life of Dr. Wernher v(

Braun and to recognize the world-changing heritage of North Alabama inthe exploration of space.

The annual event, hosted by NASA/MSFC, the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, and The University of Alabama in Huntsville, will premiere th

feature television program in a presentation which inc!:udes celebrities and explorers.

Admission is free, but ticket i_ required..%a6ng is llmlted. For lnform_tion call (20S) 895-6372.

_TH ANNtJAL

WP_RNHER VON 5RACJN MEMORIAL DINNER
OCTOBER 16, l.,_ :] ] :

The National Space Club-Huntsville will recognize individuals who have excelled in the field of aerospace through the Annual Space Fli_
Award, Astronuautical Engineering Award, Media Award, Community Service Award, and Scholarship Award. Previous winners of the D_
Wernher yon Braun Space Flight Award are Sally Ride, Alan Shepard, Jack Lee, Major General John Zierdt, Dr. Ernst Stuhlinger, Rear Adn
Richard Truly, J.R. Thompson, and Senator How, J! Heflin, P_ _o atl.ead this premier, black tie event.

Evening events include: : : : ; : : : ::::Opening Reception (

Von Braun Exploration Forum
Dr. Wernher yon Braun Memorial Dinner : ' !
Dance

Course No. C,M 0063-232 Individual Tickets for the Dinner are $100 and must be purchased by Oclober 4, 1996. Call 895_66' I I for information.

ADVERTISEMENT IN UAH CONTINUING EDUCATION CATALOG, FALL 1996
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_':'Z'+'2 _. _,' PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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; "'_C'_', ' .j./..'... ,L': '"
:.:I.:.F,.,.. ".% ' "+ "C
,'_?!::_.,.;..;. ,:,.: .:. September 30 - October 2, 1996
.,,!....?(._.-_:'..,:"::",..::":"i,_' Spacecraft Systems
'" :',_.:: !::'_",:' '_:,. LosAngeles, CA
".'.:%"+ ." ',.!..; _ ", ' SPACECRAFT PROPULSION SYSTEMS.

"_ .' "" "_ Robert Sackheim and Dave Lewis provide
.'i _ ? '
- ; 7' "' .; ","-' "!. "i'J :_ the fundamentals of spacecraft propulsion,

:','..: " with emphasis on engineering and systems. , '.'+ _. ,, , ":._ j.': •

." , ; . .',"." :' ,.,' design. The basic theory of rocket propul-
sion _spresented to enable an understanding

.... ' .:" ,' ,,.'+.. of system selection and design methodolo-

. ',, i'. ."b;' ! 'ii gy. Propulsion engineers, systems engi-
: .. ....... .. neers, and mission planner shouldn't miss

........ ; this one. Presented by launchspaceAJS
'": " ' ' Space roundaUon. More information: 1-

' " "" ' :: 800 553 5907/wwwlaunchspace.com

. • ,. .

October7 - 8, 1996
.+ Satellite Seminar

San Francisco, CA
FOSAI WIIL BE I{OS]ING A 2 DAY SEMINAR

where you wi[I learn how to mtegrale a vari.
ely ot t+alelhle .nal..(;ry and geographic mfor.
maholt w_,h'.nl lerhnok)RY Io help you solve
your I)lobJcl{Ib. Ityatt I_'el'.ency.Sall I_anos.
co. /:A I()f Ill()l(_ IiIJo[nh]llon. please toll

taft leH Ro:is at (21G)447-8884.

October 14 - 18, 1996

Mallab & Simulink

Boulder, CO
N')NI IlJ[ Al.: '.;IrdtJI All(if; [K_II'4(; MAll AR

AHI' 'IItINK [),..dd MacMt,on. I'hl}

I_'.l ,[U(It'III', hnw h> USe M.dlah and

%tHiii ..... ',_! ill<)_J*'t ,l:ld ',lilllll,lle a wide VJlll

(?IV <1_ II¥11dllll( •.y',h'llV,, iiIClUdlll_ hlll!,H.

rl(jlllllll,,l/ (4,1.,( i(,tl. Illitt*, ( ()flllllllf}ll', hlllC..trill

hybrid :,ybh!lW, All IIIII)()ll,J[ll (()llrbe l(ll

I_hd_".',_HILIl', mh,H.',h,d lU ';I),l(e Ihl:ht dy

il*lI;llI *, ',ll:ll.iJ If+H+ P','.III![ COllIII)I lh+'<. V

',IHI ,llli_:.'/} Ill,lnl+*lll,l',+_ '. I+lt",/HIt,'ll [_

i ,;:lllCh',II I' ,v'll', ';lU)_ r I (lII/Id,lh_HI [;'_,lfl'

nll,,_tll,lhr,t: } _:{hl _++ _ _]<J(}/i WV.'W LIII:I[ h

.ILl, _+ t Hill

October 18, 1996
Von Braun Forum

Huntsville, AL
'}111 AHNIIAI Vi)N Iflo\tlNI XI'I()RAII()N IO

l._tlt,+1 lh- lJv.< <w,.,+. t:h,l:uu!l WoHd I'lellu+ff

I lhll, "HP (:Oli_]Ht'l;'<! ';i),l + I'", L+'h:h_atHq'. the

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

life ol Dr. Wernher van Braun, will be the
highlight of this year's .Forum• Special
Guests will include Walter Cronkite, veteran
journalist, and John Hendricks,, Founder,
Chairman and CEO of Discovery Communica-
tions. The Forum is sponsored by
NAS/VMSFC, Society of Space Explorers,
National Space Society, the Space and Rock-
et Center, Discovery Channel, and the Uni-
versity of Alabama in Huntsville. Free admis-
sion, tickets required, for information: |-
800-448-4035.

October 18, 1996
Von BraunDinner & Dance
Huntsville,AL
9TH ANNUAL DR. WERNI4ER VON BRAUN
MEMORIAL DINNER AND DANCE. National
Space Club - Huntsville will recognize individ-
uals and groups who have excelled in the
lield ol aerospace through their annual black-
tie event. This year's evening will include a
Specml Premier Reception hosted by Discov-
ery Channel, reserved seals at the Von
Braun Exploration Forum, the Memorial
Awardt; Dinner. and a special finale oI music
a.d darm,W, with lhe Jimmy Church Band.
1(; i)tJHIlase m(hvidual tickets or tables.
ph!at.e (:all 18004484034 or 205-890-
CXHI

October 18 - 20, 1996

Space Frontier Conference

Hollywood. CA
-', 'f : Yt) JR Ill KI 1 lO Rib[" bill

_U'A¢:I l l'()t,illll._ I()UNDAIIQN CC)NIIR

IN(:I Ihe .%lldC(' I mnt.'_ i<)urld.]hoI+ wdI

I>_ml'. 1(q',+'the: the l(!diJl!l%, vlllfel)Tell(!llrS '

,III(I llllhlV,ltt)l% Ill %IL}CC llldtJ%Ify |o (Ii%(lI';%

_•\' I',',lJ('% JIl(_ Tile %peclh( <,h!l)% [It'i_<_i'd 1<)

H',_,'<, lh,' ',I).I! i, IriIlitlef h) Dllv,lh_ (/lh/t'll',

H_,I IH',' u_d_'tHIv>(! (:ollhrllt+'(_ ',IIIXIJ',ItI%

l'ili I_,11hi ll)a/ll'_ itlchld(_ C t }lll_,r (_SSI1 i,]ll

,,..,,q:,' ih<_v.. (:h,lde', "Peb!'+ Con[ad (.l',ho

,.:';: nM [)1 X I_d+)l). [,t<)ll4'r ]ll[irlrl (}'fflrl('('(

l':. I ,,IHi,u:,+i I,)ID ICl)}',+tf'+ (%rjl+hrrHi [ OtllldA

:,,,',1 t h,ffl,". (:lt,lJt'I ((:,:bN,In'.). (:hLi<:i I aul

',.I,,Im I'IH{I!:II.".)+ R,md %ymtl,!q,. (hdel

_'. ,!,,e ',IL. ,,hne,,). (;a_y liud',_ln (tJMX), aud

;;,fi%' +l:h+'l (:<)lll_'flHl(e <,(!t'lOll!_ wdl Ill

t lH,b' _l_,t I1",'.1(._ [11 !_H.II:P l()lill'irll. Chodll

",, , .' Io '.;l>,U:e. X Vehff:le';, Alphatown

( ,,:.m,'. ,al ';l)4( e+ and Advan(:ed Concept:,

_l,.. (_,Hh'H'HCe hm':. nice,)/0 untd OCl 4,

:,'+q lhe:eath';, wdh a one day rate of 550

%l,M,,nl +ah'g ,Ire avmlable IOr nlofe IfiIot

Ht,d,()n ()[I file conlerence wSit Ihe Space

PAIl) ADVERTISEMENT

Frontier Foundation World Wide-Web site at
htt_://www.space-frontier.org send e-mail to
Open Frontier @delpni.com or calf ].-800-
78SPACE.

October21 - 23, 1996
AerospaceStructures
Washington,DC
STRUCTURAL DYNAMICS ANALYSIS & DE-
SIGN. Irving 0 a vo, Sc.D, offers an in-depth
overview of ana ytical and numerica meth-
ods used on aerospace structures subjected
to dynamic loads. The goal is to help engi-
neers intel igently model structures and inter-
pret the numer ca results obtained by exist-
ing software. 1he first 20 registrants wilt re-
ceive a 200-node NASTRAN CD. Presented
I_._'oLaunchspace/US Space Foundation.

re information: ]-800-553-5907/
www.launchspace.com

, October 22 - 24, 1996

Satellite Systems

WashinEton, DC
SATELLIIC SYSIEMS DESIGN AND ENGI-
NEERING Marshall H. Kaplan, PhD., and
W,lbur L Pritchard explain satelhte lechnolo-
gins and systems for the beginner and ex-
peal Recommended tar professionals inter-
ested m current satelhte systems develop-
menI'; while acqtttrinp a broader back(_round
.t II ' d "; I' eV fin ;merit. and use O/spac

i.,dt I'te',ented byt.aunch_paceAJS Space

Ium_d.d,m Mr)H! ulfoHnat+<)n I.gO0 553

'/}(I//wv.",': I.mn( h',p,lr.e (()r]l

October 23 - 25, 1996

Sounding Rockets

Washin['ton, DC
,j_tfljI)!H+; I,',O(:KI 1<3 I[ CI]N(J[ )GY & Al'
t'tlCAII!)N 1; I_.hard %l:u!don oih!fs a (1£
I Hh'<l h)l;k al 1he flllcrlt,}hOrh_l sclenhhc

,+;Hhmhlq: t+)I ;'_'I l)roj:r,iltl [he hl';Iory n(

, ,;jTll_lll; : fl)+ :.,+[ (J_)VPt(IIHIIi!IIt and %()llte Ol

th,. 'q:H !. 41d l.H)lv,hed ,,c_enbflc re',IIIt'_ will

h,' inv'..'uhM Allt!{idee'. wdl [J+2 exl)()'_ed to

I_," itl.'t.ll{; i',l!l*ll,ICe:, Ih,lt 111tJ%lbL' d,!all with

tH eli,', I a ',t;t 1:+!';slul [(ltJIICh [)fesenled t)y

[ ,lllll ( II•.l),J[:lt .1Y.; S[)ar:e I OHIl(JdhOH More

.:h, I RO0 hh _.hrtt)] /
w,+,.w LlulU [tgl)A{(' ( r)tH

............. ]

PAID

October 2
Inertial In:
Boulder,C
ACCELEROMt
DIAMETERS
Sonnabend, P
of inertial inst
between accc
theory of eac
and explainec
whenever po_
those interns
_o Launchs:

re mto:
space.cam

October 2_

ITC/USA '

San Diego
ITCAJSA '96
TY TO THE \
nual tnterna_
(ITC) Oct. 28
Convenhon

IIC.tJSA '")6

proRram mc

tlf){IS, r(fa[ Ill"

C OrlJe;e{ice V

advanced te

I.hbl)u(l Pane

more lhan i

hon exlnlldo_
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October 8 - 9, 1996

Space Inflatable Technology

Pasadena, CA
TI4[ SPACE INFLATABLE TECHNOLOGY NA
TIONAI WORKSHOP will lake place m Pasade-
na. CA 0ctober 8-9, 1996. To register, con-
tact Pal McLane. 818/354 5556. FAX
818,'393, 4992. e.maul
coni.admrn@ipl.nasa.gov

October 9, 1996

USAF Forum For Industry

McLean, VA
tJSAr IDRUM FOR INDUSTRY. Semor t.eaders
of IJ S Air [ orce Headquarters and Major Corn-

m;mr],, wdl discuss lhew vision and new for

moilel.lg, Simulation and simulation support for

tramml, ar d educahon. Included in the agenda

wdl be' an updqate on the ongomR A_r l_orce

Ch..d nl Stall directed actlvfly i'D Revoluhonize

[ra.Hinl'. wl,ch include'; evaluahon of how sln'l-

ulahr)n htchnology will affect [nture Air I'orce

training concepls alld phdosophles, as well as

all e'V+llll.nlon Ot how s,11t/lators afld Slllllllallrlns

C,]n [l(' {l'pPd t() Inll)rove the idenllhCatlOll ()l

new [ _)fl( ttll|_> and weapon '-,yblems develop

IIit*III Ihr!se br.fl,ll,s will reflecl tile Air

EOrl(' :, r,HmJlv evolwnl, ne( ds lot i h ' aled

s.n.l.mun at.{ lram,n l, } o uhons, anrJ w11[ l.Rh

hi'hi .iie,l', wh-le ,irlu",tIy (:an exlle(t h) ",ee {u

hllP t,'ql.rPiilltnl., [()l Ihclr i)rtldll(l,, I{)r addt

l. IIa._i i:diJiiiHhc)n c .ill N[ C;A I{.1¢b4¢,1 MI l),inle[.

{/_ h .'!/.'•H,') 16'h,I IH lll('+'hlll'. _;1][ fltlh.l

he,"

0 .er 9 -tO, 1996

PSIS-96

Laurel, MD
]'!'., I'ld / Y;h)iJ '.,]hth! II (JIH()I (/;r" _,YtA

I'()!;IIIM It";[%Hh). if,. hrl',',lak¢)fl {':onlef

ell, i. , ,,I,',,.I I!., ],lh:l.. }IH[t_.JfP, [Jtuv,'t',dy All

ph,'d I'h.._ ". I,I[)*)r,th>lv L_urel M[) I1.! (Has

Sllll'(I '•;I;I;llI',lllIII IS ',I)(){)ll',()fed [)y [h ,_ Pfecl

:.lHn '.h6"P f,','.IWUH,In IP';AI. file A','.ouah,'ln

h;* UI,:!I..I:,,',t V*'h. h' ,'{ybh'ms (:,lpdal Chap

h.f (/d]V',', :;lit IhP A',',OChJllon for ModehnlL

l'l.fltHn,;[ aI.I _;tllltll.tll()n /Ahtt":;) Ath!ndees

[lilt'.[ Id" !I !, i lllz'l!fl_; ,Ind l)e i Io;!t(,(l [o the (.;[

Cl.tl I h.,..i Alh!nd,._te i', hmded In ]00.

(._rm1,1, I_':,A _i)')h It..H4M.I I.I)ui1. '•rude i{(.)0,

la. M,.. VA 23 tO 1 l,.l /I},; 204 O l () 7 / Fax

I'..\ II) .:', I)V I.:ICI'IS E M ENT I'A II} A I)V I.:RTISEM ENT

October 14 - 18 _nclude Waller Croukite. veteran ournalist, and

Matlab _ e_i.,.,, i1.1.. [ John Hendricks. I,ounder. Chairman and CEO of

"-ulder ;';"......... I Discovery Communications. The Forum is_ _ 11 sponsored by NASA/MSFC, Society of Space
NONUNEAR SIMULATION USING MATLAB ANDI Explorers, National Space Society the Space
SIMUL1NK. Donald Mackison, Ph.D. teaches/ and Rocket Center, Discovery Channel, and the
students how to use Mattab and Simulink to| University of Alabama in Huntsvifle. Free ad-
mode and s nula e a wde variety of dynamic_ mission, tickets required. For informaIJon. 1-
_:ystems, _ncludin.g hnear, nonlinear, d_s.crete-_'. 8004484035
!lme, contmuous.t_me, and h'_rid systems. An _ .....
.nporlan[ course lot prolesslonals mteres-ted m O_obe[ 21 - 23, 1996
space flight dynamics, signal processing con-
trol theory, and apphed mathematics. Present-
ed by LaunchspaceAJS Space Foundation.
More ,_formation: 1-800-553-5907 /
www.launchspace.com

October 16 - 18, 1996

TechNet Europe

Brussels, Belgium
TECHNEI EUROPE'96. AFCEA 17TH AN_jAL
SYMPOSIUM AND EXPOSITION. Octob__. 16
18. 1996. Brussels. Belgium• Main _ w_ll
be "Managing the Peace Offensive _ wish sub
themes including Padnership for Peace In_lia-
live. NA[O.Intehnk, Information Warfare.

UN/I'4AIO Coord._ahon for Peace Implen-,enta.

hon, NAIO OutotArea, Operations: Lessons

II earned m Bosma For more mformaboc., cor_

la_t fd CI-A Europe al lel 32 (2) 205 27 3!. fax

32 (21 7(]5 28 ¢)4. ernafl: afcea'_nfobcard be

._--------_.. ___-_ _ _ ____.

I October 18, 1996

, Von Braun Dinner/Dance
Huntsville. AL
"lilt ANr,lllA[ DR WIRHIIIR VON E,_J.UN

MI lA()idAI I)INNI I,_ At4I) I)ANCI N]3onal

'.:H4( _' {:IHhlMI)t',vdh, will r(tr:ol:ntte _r'.dr.'_3uals

,!rid I'.l_,ulr, v.ho have ex(:elled m the ..--_g of

.P'qY.ll,t' P Ihrr)tll.:h their ,lIInli,tl black I;_' P-refit

lh,'. ,,c.." (.v_,I.nH, w,ll .l!:h;dc a. '.'.Dec:-:: Pre

IH..: lfl.{ Pl,hon hl) .h,d l,y (h',_ (ively L_t-%qel.

ic'._'_w'd ,,',d', ,d II,_, Vt_ii [_t,IHH i qqOf.:ll,._, iO

,a lh,' M_'u.u,,d A.'...d , [),HHI'L ah, l ,! _C.-'_a]

llh,!r, ' ()1 Hill',If dll¢l (I,llll IIII_ /*'llh _,1_; _.T:l_ly

Chute h i;,md hi pllrIhd',,' tll(JrJKIu,l] b,:_ "_:3 Of

1.Rd,,'.. l_h',r,_, I ,III ] % ){),14,q.I;) _,1 ",- '__"5

Odober 18, 1996

Von Braun Exploratmn Forum

Hu[fl_s_lle, AL
9 I II ANNUAl VON BRAUN [ XPt OP,A;=, .'. - L'

IdJM Ihe {)=SEt)very Channel World ;"_--,er

IIIIIII11 "lie Conquered .%ace". culeb,'a:,..: T.

s,!e.t r>, Wernher yon Braun. vwll !__ 7",-: ',,_h

hi'hi Of 1t.5 year'S Forum Specnal GL__--- *.-dl

Dynamics Analysis & l)esig_

Washin_on, DC
STRUCTURAL DYNAMICS ANAI_YSIS& DESIGN•
Irving Ojalvo. Sc.D. offers an in-depth overview
of analytical and numerica! methods used on
aerospace structures subjected to dynamic
loads. The goal is to help engineers intelligent-
ly model structures and interpret I_m numerical
results obtained by existing software. The tirst
20 reg_slrants w=tl rece=ve a 200_qode NAS
]RAN CD. Presented by Launchspace/US

Space Foundahon. More miormatuon: I 300-

'553 590 ]/www.launchspace.com

O_ober 28 - 31, 1996

ITC-US_ '96 CoN.,

Spa Diego, CA
IfCAJSA '96 -'IEI.EME tRY I INKING REAl 113'
IO lie VIRtUAl WORI.I)." IIIE 32NO ANNUAl

INll RNAIIUNAt 1ELEMEIER, IN(; CONIERI:NCE

(I1C) OCI. 28 31 h)wn and Counlry tlolel add

Convent( Ce _r Sa D go, CA. ITC.USA

'96 ufiers an extenslve technical program in

chld_rlF, ' p,lper!_ on new applicahons, real lilne

proceSglllt., ' and (hl',ddl s_l'nal processlni', COn

cepP; and apphcah()n', ihe conlerenr_e wdl

,'_l',I_ lllChlde intlo(_uclr)!_' and advanced hqelllQ

lry :,hnrl Court,e!;, a [;lue Rd)bon Panel and dr,

pl,r,"_ arid exhdld', !m:n I!,rm! Ihan 100 tcl,';ne

It _' alltl tlr.hlllllqlltati(lll _',l.I)lhJr_ ;u_ tU<!III)'_

flL:lhltl[,ll hlrel',, j:l)Vr]lll:ll, Hl_ <nl,(_llCl( '', ,Hill IIIdl

ldry _P',! lafl_:(", (:(;',l ()t !III' conlerelicl' i%

_gli ill) IH ddv,.l(:t_ (by <t/25;"_()} Or '.)90 ()0 Oil

Ldh' I_.:)',l*,l[,I[ll)n IIl[(t?lll, l_lllll nl,ly [1(! (lld,.I.td

Ily I OH[,ll (Jill', Nornl I all:.' (lit)) 33642!)0 by

la,_ ,d (tl(}) _,_;I_6kLWI {ll v,',d OIJ[ t{()lll(' I'AI',Q

,jr blip /'.'.%".¢.'Jh'h. !l_'lly Hri_ '

Oct. 30 - Nov 1, 1996

Politics/Systems Design

Washi.gton, D,C
[1tl ['OI IIICAI I'ld)CI !4, iN :,YSIt M_, Ai,'_:ldl

II ClIJId DE L_l(;r'l Dz I;rcr,(la IormaH :e._, hes

,in ,111ilew (oH_',P olt how i),)ldlc_ (l{iv,':, '.y(,

It!{ll (Jl",l_+,11"= A I[Xn_,l llil [ir()lC'_SlOIla_ t_rl_,l

neeH_ .irld g:(_lll';Isl_, .tvOl,:Pd v:lth pubht'dy lurid

('d hil',h h,chH()hn,y pr¢li'.r SHY;. ,)II(I f(ll Tit;S11
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Walter Cronkite, who will speak in Huntsville on Oct 18 says he still dreams of

suiting up for a trip to the moon,

"There was a great intensity about him i found it

hard to engage in a kind of just basic com.'ersa_,on.

It was all very technical."
-- Walter Cronkite on Wernher yon Braun

space
Von Braun
forum will
feature giant
of TV news
By MARTIN BURKEV

T,mes AefosDace,Sclence wr,_o,

V eLeran [eleYi_ion Ile_aslllall \\alter Cronk-

ire _ill be tile guc_,t speaker for lh¢ 9th

,,\nllua[ Dr. _,VCrllher yon }lraun Nlenlori-

al Forum Oct. 18 at tile Von Braun Civic

Center, organizers conftrnt.
]'he Forum will also feature the Discovery Chan-

nel world-premier film "lie Conquered Space" cele-

brating Von Braun's life, wid_ ,;pecial guest John

ltendricks, founder, chairman and C[".O of Disco_-

ery Communications.

A 0 p.nl. reception _ill be fol-

lo_ed by the forum at ? p.nl. and

a black-tic dinner and a_;lrds al L

ler, sponsored by the ,Nalinnal

Space Club--! lunlsville.

During inure Iball O(I _ears ill

journalism, tile ]asl 45 _, lib CBS

News. Cronkile co,.crcd )learJ) e_-

er major ne'.,_, e',cnl m the :,p,tcc

prograln, frolll .-\lall Shcllard's

first flight in 1961 to !ilc lall o!

Sk:,lab in .Jttl) 1979. Hc rccci'.cd

[:_llllll} A_;lrdx ior his rcl)t)rllng

111 ;l recenl [)holle lllterxlC_,

Cronkilc satd be kne_ a lot about

Von Braun c',¢n beh)rc llc met

him.

"'[ ',,,a_ ;l]_,.ays tnlpre-,xcd _11iI

him," lie _.;tid. "l had been Iotlu',_-

ing tile scratnblc betv, ccn Ihe So-

To get tickets

The 9th Annual Or. Wer-

nnar vor_ Braun Memonat Fo-

rum will be I_eld Oct. 18 at

_r,e Von Braun Ciwc Cemar

Tickets are free and wiIl be

available Oct. 1 at the civic

center. Parisian ancl Marshal,

Space Flight Canler. For

more tnlormatlon, contact the

Nal_onal Space Club--Hunts-

¢,lie at 895-6811

viet Uniotl and.the United States

for lilt I)t'ellclnot'llde _.';ci!II_l_. i ktlL'_ lilt I_( oJ

their nalnes. 1 V, alS pleased thai the) [lad COllie Io

the L'niled States b_ _hate_cr iiicans %;IS l_lllal]_,

arranged fur that."

Cronkitc has been in ('_cftlla[I} lhe I_rst },ear after

the ',,.at a_ld /:o',ered tile Nurembulg traiis of Nazi

war criminalr,, tia;'ing li',ed through World War I1,

it ',','as hard to separate ;in v top German official

from the horrors of Naziism, he said. He first met

the head of the rocket team at Cape Canaveral. Not

knowing v, hat to expect from "a former Nazi engi-

neer," he was inm'_ediatel:,' impressed by his friendli-

ness.

"We lumped everybody in that basic category,"

be explained. "\Ve ah_a}_ kiald of had our guards up

when _e nlet him. There '.',as a grcal inlensily about

him. t found it hard to engage in a kind of just basic

conversation. It ',',as all very technical, lie ',,,as deft-

Please see CRONKITE on D3



' . . • .

. ..- ._ - ,- _.,

_- : °-

,- . _ " .. _ '. -

Cronkite
Continued from page DI

nitely enthusiastic. Hc was con-

stantly concerned about the

(NASA} appropriation."
Cronkite eventually found few of

the Von Braun engineers to bc

"stifflyPrussian" as hc had expec-

ted, They all seemed to be focused

on the space program and didn't

seem particularly idcologica!.

Cronkitc said he had no doubts

about the decision to bring the

rocket engineers to the United
States. It was "a life or death mat-

ter," he said. The two countries
had dcveloped atomic weapons. It
was obvious the missile was the

way to deliver them.
"It was pretty essential that we

keep up with the Russians in that

development," he said, "These
Peenemuende engineers were the

best in the world."

Over the years, Cronkite would
cover the Kennedy assassination,
the Vietnam war, the Sadat and

Begin peace talks, the Khrushchev
visit, Nixon in China, Watergate
and more. The space program was

a vastly different story, he said.
-"It was a positive story," he re-

- _called. "It was the saving grace of
the-'60s. It was a very turbulent

decade, a very depressing decade,
the assassinations of Medgar Ev=

ers, John and Bobby Kennedy, the
Wallace shooting, race riots, the

period of Vietnam dissension. It
was a terrible decade except

through it all we could look up to
the skies for some relief and be-

lieve maybe we had something bet-
ter going for us."

It was almost predictable from

the beginning of the space pro-

gram that its record of success
would also be marred by apathy,

Cronkite said.
"The excitement of it is whether

it's going to work or not," he said.
"Whether or not we needed all

those flights or not is debatable.
When we could prove it was going

to work with regularity required to

explore space people were going to
lose interest. That is perfectly nor-
mal. I don,t find that depressin_ at
all. Once the iron horse proved it
would run on rails, carry people

safely, people quite thinking it was
an experience. It was simply a
means of transportation."

Cronkite's reaction as he

watched astronauts land on the
moon echoed the reaction of many

and seemed to capture the moment

just as we!!.

"I'd had just as long to plan for
that historic moment as NASA,"
he said. "When the landing took

place, I was just speechless. It was
just an incredible performance,

getting them down there safely."
NASA's problem today is get-

ting people excited about space
when it's not Quite an adventure

just getting there anymore, Cronk-
ite said. The permanent space sta-
tion should provide excitement.

Based on his popularity, knowl-

edge and experience, Cronkite was
considered a leading contender to

go into space himself as part of
NASA's Journalist in Space pro-

gram in the earl)' 1980s. Like the
Teacher in Space program, howev-

er, the plan was dropped after the
1986 Challenger accident.

"I think I might have had a pret-

ty good shot at it," he said, with a
knowing tone. "I made all the cuts
up to the Challenger disaster. If l'd

passed the physical -- and 1 think
I would have -- l'd sure love to

think so."

At 79, hc's still busy. He's fin-

ishing an autobiography that will
hit stores in early December. the's

got eight hours oi a program called
"Cronkitc Remembers" coming to
the Discovery Channel in midwin-
ter. But he's still read?' to go as far

as NASA could carry hint.

_Oh, you bet I'd like to go," he
said. "l'm afra d my only problem
would bc seeing (he bottle half

empty. If they gave me a chance to
go to orbit, I'd really like to go to
the moon."
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By DEBORAH STOREY

Times Staff Wrtmr

ohn Hendricks was only about

l0 years old when President

John F. Kennedy came to

Huntsville. His memories of

the big event in his hometown are still

vivid more than three decades later.

Kennedy came to Marshall Space

Flight Center in May 1963 (and earlier,

in September 1962) to underscore his

support of the space program and see

whether America really would be able to

land a man on the moon by the end of

that tumultuous decade. The president

in 1961 had promised that to the na-

tion, and it was important that the

Please see SPACE on G3

p_i,_9_ L*sa HolferVAsSOclatOO Press

DiscOvery Channel Chief Executive
Offlc_r_John Henddcks, front, with

Mike Ouattrone, executive in charge,
cent=r,_d Tom Caliandro in the

scr_ room in Bethesda, Md.
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promise be kept.
Hendricks was far from Kenne-

dy at his public appearance that
day. The boy could barely see
Kennedy or the space scientist by
his side in the swirl of a cheering

crowd. Together, the American
president and the German seieh-
tist formed a charismatic team
that could infuse an audience

with a unified, can-do spirit _1il

some would argue hasn't boe_
seen in this country since. .,,

The scientist was Dr. W_er
J

yon Braun. .-

The boy would grow up trO be
the founder of Discovery Com-
munications Inc., which laun_heA

the Discovery Channel on cablo
television.

More than 30 years later, Hen-

dricks is using his network to
help pay homage to yon Braun in
a 52-minute documentary that
examines the man whose earliest

rocket successes in wartime Ger-

many paved the way for Nell
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin to
plant the Stars and Stripes on t_e
moon in 1969.

Hendricks still embodies a tit-

tle of that 10-year-old's enthusi-

asm when he speaks of yon
Braun.

"It's an example of how one

human being can really make a
difference, one determined indi-
vidual who has a dream," he said

in an interview from Discovery
Communications headquartirs in
Bethesda. Md.

"If you don't dream, you'll'
never have a dream come true,"
Hendricks said. "He was just a

sterling example of how one per-
son's life can affect so many oth-
ers."

Von Braun's particular combi-
nation of scientific skills, leader-

ship and public-relations savvy
was critical to the success of

America's space program, Hen-
dricks said. In fact, he believes
that this nation wouldn't have

beaten the Russians to the moon
without him.

"Em0oched m one person v.'a_
the _pirlt of getting us to the
moon." Hendricks said. "'and he
did it."

The Discovery Channel biogra-
phy called "He Conquered
Space" is narrated by veteran

journalist Charles Kuralt. The.
program will make its debut here
Oct. 18 at the ninth annum Dr.

Wernher yon Braun Memorial
Forum at the Von Braun Civic
Center. Walter Cronkite is the

special guest for .this year'S' fo-
rum. Free tickets are available at

the ci','ic center, local Parisian

stores and the Marshall Space
Flight Center. Call 895-6811 for
information.

After debuting here, "He Con-

quered Space" airs on Discovery
Dec. I at 9 p.m. Hendricks wilt'
come to the Huntsville forum to ,

introduce the program.
Featured in the documentary

are several interviews with

Huntsvillians, including vof_
Braun's fellow team members,

Ernst Stuhlinger, Konrad Dan_'

nenberg and Walt Wiesman; gd
Buckbee, former director of the

U.S. Space & Rocket Center and
NASA informanon officer, _cal

historian Margaret Belle Crow;
and Ruth yon Saurma, former

NASA public affairs officer.
Fhe retrospective of yon

Brann's truly stellar iife's work

also includes commentary by hi_
friend and "20/20" anchor Hugh
Downs, yon Braun biographer
and former NASA space informa-

tion systems chief Frederick Ord-

way and several other key figures
in the space program. Tim docu-

mentary has historic footageof
Huntsville from the 20 years yon

Braun lived here. Magnus yon
Braun, Wernher's younger broth=
er who lives in Phoenix, agreed
to a rare interview for tile docu-

mentary.
I_endricks himself came lip

with the _dca for the program

about two years ago when he
came to Huntsxd!c to premiere

another Discover3, program on

the space shuttle.
"I was thinkir_g all of our space

efforts owe so much to one in.-

credible personality who was so
determined to see this dream of

going into space," Hendricks
said.

When Hendricks was a teen-a-

gel ,,'on Braun was one of-his
heroes, he said. Hendricks e,;,en
kept a scrapbook tracing the

progress of ttle space program.
As an established success in the

competitive world of cable televi,
sion, Hendricks now believes that

the positive attitude characteris-
tic of the space program's heyday
in Huntsville made him believe

anything was possible.

"'When I g[ew up there, the
place was so msp_ring," he said.
"The town was raihed behind this

great mission of gemng man to
the moon. 1 can't imagine a more

inspiring place to grow up.
"There's nothing like that

Apotlo program to show what can
be done," said the Butler High

School graduate and University
of Alabalna in Huntsville alum-

_nus. "Everybody x_as rallied be-
hind that singular mission of
making the rocket, making it

work well. achieving success. It
was phenomenal."

Hendricks readily admits thai

he wouldn't be where he is today
without some of the most useful

byproducts of the space race
satellites.

"My conlpany owes its very ex-
istence to satellite technology."

he said. "'Today Discovery Chan-
nel is transmitted around the
world on 15 satellites, we hit ev'-

cry, continent, it's available in
140 countries, and it's all because.

of the space program."

As Hendricks and other mem_-
bers of his gcneratiofl were grow-
ing up, the space program taugl_t
them that the nation could S_g

loft) goals and work together tO
achieve them. The new document

tar)' makes clear that Mars was
.--,to..

yon Braun's ultimate goal.
"I feel sad sometimes that my

children aren't involved in an era

where there's this great goal of,
like, getting to Mars and it's well

said...,,planned-out," Hendricks .... '*

But the Huntsville native cga_,
tinues to set and achieve his own

goals...:;'._
"'We're going to launch new

channels in late October through

digital satellite compression.-
yet another gift of the space pr9.

"gram." he said.
That will enable Discoveryto

uplink as many as six new chan-
nels, Hendricks said. Among
those _ill be Discovery Kids ser-
xlce !'or chitdrcn, ..\nimai Planet,
Disco,.crv Science, Discovery

Histoo and Discover}' Travel

and Living.
Von Br,_uns legacy s far-

reaching, indeed.
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mg of space age 'uplifting,

,nkite tells yon Braun forum
BURKEY IlVon Braun forum award winners•
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,lp/eteran newscaster and a global Braun.

Jmunicator combined Friday to give Now in its ninth year. the Von Braun

.qu.ntsville audience a colorful retro- Exploration Forum featured tile mcmo-

_ective on the life and accomplish- ries of former CBS reporter and anchor

ents of rocket pioneer Wernher von Walter Cronkite and tile world premier

A1 2 The Huntsville Times, Saturday, October 19, 1996
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1

,Jr a [)1>.,0',c:_ (.'hal:nci Jocumentary

,m ,,,q: B::,'.,:_: , i_:., :nlroJ.:_cd by Dis-

coxcr} t ,,re:hunt,ration_', '.,-lnder and

CEO JM':' iicndr:cks, ;i H'cntsville na-

tive

The :orum ;_ ncld to \cop alive the

_s_on and dcdtcat_on to exploration of

the flm_ou_ rocket team icadcr and
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Marshall Space Flight Center's ]

first director. It is sponsored by

1

the Marshall Center, the Univer-

sity of Alabama in Huntsville,

U._S. Space & Rocket Center, Dis-

cover_, Communications Inc., As-
sociat'ion of Space Explorers and

the National Space Society.

_ear attended the foru.m in tile
Von Braun Civic Center and the

dinner and awards ceremony af- l

terward At !east that manvmem- _ 1,-... ,.:_

bcrs of the general public,'includ- !L • - • _id

ine 20(1 local middle school i "
5.lt]dcnts. were also at the thrum.

l-he backdrop for both Cronk- __
ite's speech and the DiscoveD'
documentary, was a civic center

concert hall stage made to look
like the lunar surface with a full

Earth glowing against a field of
stars.

The veteran CBS newsman got

three standing ovations from an
audience excited to see him in

person• Grinning broadly after

the first, he warned, "If you peo-
ple aren't yew careful, I'll run for

something ... That's a joke.

What wonderful people you are."

Cronkite, 80, who covered the

space program from its begin-
ning, told several stories about

rocket launches and his memo-
ries of yon Braun.

"I came here frequently in the
ver_, early days when Huntsville
was the heart and core of Ameri-

ca's thrust into space," he said.

"'What wonderful days they were.
I don't know if we will ever relive

those days. I hope so. The com-

ing of the space age was so uplift-

ing.

"'At that juncture in our histo-

ry, everyone seemed to be

looking up."

The moon program, he said.

provided sanity in the 1960s -- a
decade that saw assassinations.

civil rights struggles and the Vim-

Glenn [3aes_.u liuntsvdhx ] :nos

Walker Cronkite, second from left, jokes with guests carol Teve-

paugh, center, and County Commission Chairman Mike Giltespie.

The others are unidentified.

nam war, In 500 .years. he pre-
dicted, the most memorabic

event of the late 20th cemury will

be tile lnool/ program, the result
of yon Braun's "'skill. ingcnuit).
determination and salesman-

ship,"

He decried govcrnnlcnls fo[
their lack of x i-,ion o_ intcrcsl in

research and c\pIOr_ltlOll except

v, hen dri\cn i_x miiitcl[\ !lcccssi-
tv. ('ronkitc noted that hc x_a>

among the finalist'; I'_ N.%S.,%'_,

journalist i_; -,plot ;m_gram he-
fore it \v:ls :unceicd :l!ter l!lO

1<)86 Ch:!llcn}et_'r :_,.'cidcnt. Itc

said he'd _litl C, :i !!c had the
chance.

"'Let tls ";t l!l }lope dcclShlll

m;lkers glxc !t,:,', v,_!_>l,!t'raliorl tt)

our future ;_; ,pace. •` (ronk_tc
said. "I hope wc choose to keep

.caching out. kccp cxploring

worlds that ;uc beckoning. The

challenge a,.xatts ?-;urcJ'_ wc WOll't
Ill/t] our i'_tldkx ,;:b)li :{•'"

("ronkitc'. ::::-<. i {:;[_l'<\ liik"

..i:ppcd a::d :.'].

ir]!'.. [_qtl;ll ,llf_,lll!/c[-, said

lit.' ',_,;:" .cl,vdt;;cd tO attend a

lccepl_ ;! :!,.'i:_,'; ,nCni ,' and

C[t.)51[l_ [c'l:l(llk'_ ,1[ t_/2 l't)ril[ll ;tt/d

opening rcm4rk. ,:t the black tie
tJillllC[ .lltcr',',;ild. 4- 'd,'cil ;*s a

toast l,, Ilcndi:d_., aim the ',!lc of

xon Igr4i,r_

lnstc4d ",,, ,<,:t .m,_tl?, a',icl !lib

_['_'.'I1!_i,' iL'!: ,t!',, ,:', '.!10 !'OI*iIII tO

l]x Jlomc '.t, Xl,_:',::,: " \'lnc\ald to

bc ,,xl_!: !;!-, ._:I.'

lh,: ..:i',i.' J .... _:::,.'n',,l_, lie

( _:lq,."c.! ";p;!-. i_c,'4ar: ._flh
\,til iS;i; I;, :i:',C',.'' '[] IOL'b "," ;IS

" '' It4 v_]liC :1: "" U-'A :: ; ICI[P,,: .'

l'oiiO'aCd h:< :_:_." :;:lough ,V,,rid

\k'ar i[ ::_ ! li_e m,,',c lax hp, (;cr-

T]l/Ih C" Z ! ['= L'L';'I 2"!2 _ .'.I[1] I 1;",[ _.O

l_t ig:_,,• !c,.a,. t:,_::l '.o ttuntfi-

',ilk'

_V'L'HL', :lOT] .jk,'_.[i_t.)_.t, II }Ik:lltS-

', lilt_ '. i'..'<iSt'."a]_- '_:-:'rl4i :ll_<J tile

\ld;.:.;:., t c::',c: .:::._ :Oco!!Cd:l_nY:;

}l\ .']i;i :i'.'[ .... :; v';a_!klL'S .rl,{ a',h-
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